Owlsbury Allotment Tenants Society Meeting 25th January 2010                 at the Plough & Horses, Walshes Road

Present: Graham Brown, Ros Marriott, Carol Forster, Jo Hobden, Di Lewis and Jo McChrystal

Apologies: Terry Ferdinands and Shirley Croughton

1. Matters arising from previous meeting

1.1 Can we grow fruit trees up against the fence?
The official answer to this is no. This has been ruled out by David Foot.

1.2 Rolling of paths to smooth out

This is not feasible at the moment due to the wet conditions. This is to be considered when the conditions are drier – possibly in April. 

1.3 Plot for communal compost heap

OATS can apply for a plot in April what the Council knows what is available. Potentially there may be a plot allocated near the middle of the lower end of the site.

2. Treasury report
There is currently £381.10 in the account.

The money has not yet been removed for the purchase of the hand-truck. A padlock is also to be paid for. 

3.  Update on site facilities
3.1 Shed

This is dependent on the funds remaining once the Council has purchased the toilet. The location is not yet certain, but it will be somewhere between the car park and the fenced area. 

3.2 Toilet
David Foot is ready to order the unit. When the weather has improved the order will be placed – some volunteers to assist with construction may be called for. 

The original intention was to place it next to the compost heap; however the area is very wet, and it may be put further along the boundary.

Once it is in place some minimal maintenance will be needed (occasional addition of bark chips). We don’t yet know who will do this – OATS may be asked to organise this. 

The question was raised of the possibility of a combination lock being put on the toilet. This is to be put to CTC. 

The website will be update when there further news.

3.3 Notice Board 

Graham has finished constructing it. It is now awaiting David Foot organising its fitting to the fence by the gate. 
3.4 Hand Truck

This has been purchased. Graham is currently constructing a storage box for it; however this will have to go on hold due to an imminent operation. A request was made for any volunteers to help complete it – doors and roof are yet to be fitted.

A combination lock will be bought for the box. The code will be sent to OATS members with their annual subscription. 

4. Security

There have been reports of a tool box being vandalised, although nothing was stolen. 

No other incidents of damage or theft have been reported.
The question of the possibility of a combination lock was raised again.

As this is the responsibility of CTC it was suggested that a representative should attend the next Sports, Recreation and Cemeteries meeting to argue the case for a lock. 

The adjacent yard is considering training a CCTV camera on the allotment car park, following a recent theft from their property which involved the thieves parking their vehicle there. 

Action: Graham will raise the possibility of arguing the case for a combination lock with David Foot and find out the date of the next SRS meeting.   
5. OATS to fund a path between carpark and main gates
Graham has approached a local company called Drive Tech who have given a quote of     £473 + VAT for a temporary plastic rolled path. This will allow the grass to grow through and will be drivable for vehicles. It should last for several years. A sample is on its way.

The possibility of OATS making a contribution towards the cost and raising the rest through organised events was discussed. There was some debate as to how much OATS might contribute – clearly the path will be for the benefit of all allotment holders, many of whom do not belong to OATS.

A Quiz Night was proposed for all allotment holders, incorporating a raffle. 

Jo Hobden suggested approaching local businesses for contributions as prizes (e.g. Waitrose, garden centres).
Di Lewis suggested that we could apply for OATS to be one of the causes supported by the Waitrose charity scheme. 
            Mervyn Reed has offered the use of Jarvis Brook Memorial Hall in March. 
            Quiz packs are available online for a small cost – Graham is to download a suitable one. 

Possibilities for providing food and drinks were discussed. I was finally agreed that it would be best for people to bring their own food and any alcoholic drinks.
OATS will provide some soft drinks – Ros, Carol and Sandra have agreed to oversee this.

            A cost of £2.50 for a ticked was agreed to be reasonable.

            A notice will be put on the allotment site advertising the quiz.

It was suggested that an advertisement could be placed in the Courier.

Graham will also enquire if a note could be sent out with the letters for renewing plot tenancies. 
Actions: 

Jo Hobden to send letters to local businesses asking for donations (Jo McChrystal to provide OATS logo)

Graham to download quiz pack

Mervyn Reed to suggest potential dates in March

            Jo McChrystal to advertise event in Newsletter

6. Large plots
There was some uncertainty over where these may be placed – the most recent suggestion seems to be at the top left of the site, after allowance has been made for disabled plots. 
Graham will check this with David Foot.

The plots will be 4x the size of existing plots and 4x the price. 

There is no expectation of sheds being allowed on larger plots. 

As yet two people are known to have requested a large plot.

Anyone interested should contact the Council. 

7. Any Other Business 
7.1 Unkempt plots
The question was raised whether anything would be done about unkempt plots.

If anyone has any concerns over unkempt plots they need to report it to CTC for them to take action. 

7.2 Extended water provision

It was queried whether this was still intended – it is believed that the water provision will be extended to be closer to the lower plots. 

7.3 More plots
There are plans for more plots to be added at the bottom of the field. These will be dug when the ground is in better condition.

7.4 Annual General Meeting 

Graham is enquiring for potential dates for this to be held in the Town Hall in April.

Members will be made aware of the AGM and voting procedure via the Newsletter.

7.5 Carol proposed a vote of thanks to Graham for his hard work throughout the year.

It is all very much appreciated! 

Meeting finished at 8.30pm
