
 

Plot numbers now exceed 190, and while it is exciting to see the allotment site attracting 

so many gardeners OATS has been made aware that the current provision for compost and 

water is not sufficient.  While any additions to the existing water system will need to be 

considered in the new financial year, OATS are looking into the possibility of using 

Association funds to rent a plot at the bottom of the field to use as an area for additional 

composting facilities. 

  The August Newsletter reported that proposals for a toilet and communal storage 

building had been put before the Sports, Recreation and Cemeteries (SRC) Committee. 

Unfortunately OATS are yet to receive feedback from the latest SRC meeting and so are 

unable to update members at the present. As soon as any news is communicated to us it 

will be posted on the Owlsbury website. If the situation is that no funding can be provided 

in the foreseeable future then OATS can begin planning fundraising events.  

  Following the query about whether or not bicycle racks would be a welcome there was 

very little enthusiasm expressed  - it will therefore be assumed that such provision is 

unnecessary at present.   

  The long-awaited notice board is currently being constructed by OATS’ very own  

multi-faceted Chairman, and will be ready for use ASAP!  
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Following reports that the  
Original Forum was difficult to  
use and not always reliable, it 
has received a complete  
makeover and should now be  
far more user friendly.    
 
  Visit the Owlsbury website at 

http://www.owlsburycommunity.org/ 

and click on Forums to see the new format. To share your news of what has grown well 
and what has struggled, ask questions or offer advice to other members, click on Join 
our community.    
You will be asked to provide a small amount of information that is completely 
confidential to become a member —  this is designed to keep any unwanted and 
unsuitable mail being posted on the OATS website.   
 

Please log-on and have a browse — let us know what you think.  

OATS website Forum… New and improved! 
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The times come to plan next year’s beds and scan the seed catalogues. OATS members have 

the opportunity of a 40% discount on all seeds and 15% discount on fruit and sets 
from Thompson and Morgan if orders are made through OATS.  

 Carol Forster has a small number of seed catalogues and order forms available for collection 

following interest at the OATS Quarterly meeting. 

As there are many members who may potentially order seeds a single bulk order is impractical 
and there will therefore be a £2 cost for the individual packing service added to the total price 

of your order.  

Any order forms need to be returned to  Carol Forster by 15th January 

2010.     

Discount on seed orders 

with Thompson & Morgan 

Going organic? 

 Access and deliveries 
Manure orders 

A large number of Owlsbury allotment holders are pursuing the organic rout and some already 
belong to organisations that support organic growing. Garden Organics offer group membership for 
an annual fee of currently £30 that entitles the group to a variety of discounts and access to 
specialist advice. If there is sufficient interest OATS could apply for membership in the new OATS 
year (April onwards). To view the benefits, look on the Owlsbury website under Membership and 

click on the link for the Garden Organic Group Membership Guide.      

Ros is currently receiving orders for 
Autumn supplies of manure. Please be 
aware that four orders of one quarter 
of a load are needed before an order 
can be placed with Philip Fermor. If 
you are waiting for an order this is 

likely to be the reason.  

 

If you do have a supply of manure 
delivered it is helpful if it can be 
moved onto plots as soon as possible 
(weather permitting!), as soon as 
possible, as if it is left for a long period  

the grass beneath dies away.  

 

A number of queries have been received regarding 
access through the car park and main compound gates 

in the event of deliveries needing to be made.  

  The initial idea was to set up an area on the website 
for requests to be placed well in advance, however 
there were some technical problems involved in 
creating a working system. There is now an additional 
link on the contact page to enable access to be 

requested. 

  We ask that that access is requested well in advance 
giving a reasonable period of time for arrangements to 

be made.  

  Everyone will of course appreciate that as the weather 
gets wetter access may well be limited. There have 
already been instances of vehicles struggling to fight 
free from the mud, and individuals will be responsible 

for the recovery of stranded vehicles.  
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Dates and upcoming events 

Following the suggestion in the August Newsletter of the possibility of educational talks being provided 

for OATS members on topics such as organic growing and beekeeping  no interest has been expressed 

as yet.  It is likely that everyone has quite enough on their plates with managing their allotments at 

the moment!  

For those who are interested in the development of the apiary and would like to know more about 

beekeeping, local beekeepers Ben and Maggie Pratt will be speaking at the CCA hall at 7.30pm on 24th 

November at a cost of £1 entry.  

Provisional date for the next OATS Quarterly Meeting: Monday 26th January 2010  

To compost or not to compost… If this is the question you have been asking  

yourself while maintaining your allotment then the general rule is that  annual weeds 

should not prove a problem as long as they have not set seed, whilst perennial  

weeds such as bindweed, couch grass, docks and dandelions are likely to continue to  

grow in the compost heap. These can be composted separately in a sealed black bag, where 

the lack of light and air will kill them in a few weeks, after which they can be safely 

 composted with everything else.  

Sage advice... 

Your OATS your views...what would you like to  

see happening? So far the OATS Committee has worked towards the development 
of the site for the benefit of members, disseminating news to 

members and securing discounts with local businesses. 

  OATS is your Association and we would appreciate your views 
on what more the Committee can be doing to help you and how 

OATS  should be developing as a body.  

 Please share your ideas with the Committee members. 

Chicken manure... is proving a very successful fertilizer for those who have used it 

this year.  A little goes a long way so spread sparingly!  



We’re on the web: 

www.owlsburycommunity.org/ 

Phone: 01892 610150 

E-mail: josephinemcchrystal@yahoo.com 

Josephine McChrystal 

1 The Mews 

Whitehill Road 

Crowborough 

East Sussex 

TN6 1JU 

Please contact Jo McChrystal with your general 

comments or questions.  

For issues of Membership, please  

contact Carol at: 

carol@guyforster.com  

OATS: Contact us  

Polite Reminder... Please could you close the car park gate if you 

are the last to leave in the evening.   

Chairman:                       Graham Brown 

 

Treasurer:                        Shirley Croughton 

    

Secretary:                        Josephine McChrystal 

     

Membership Secretary:  Carol Forster 

                                           

                                          Ros Marriott 

                                 
                                          Terry Ferdinand 

     
                                          Johanna Hobden 

     
                                           Diane Lewis 

     
      

P A G E  4  The members of  the O.A.T.S Committee 

7 Belvedere Gardens, Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN6 2LR 

Tel 01892660294 or 07767245188 

SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR 

OATS 

MEMBERS 

DO YOU NEED HELP? 

MAN & ROTAVATOR 

FOR HIRE 

£15.00 

PER PLOT 

INCLUDES FUEL 

Contact Anyone working on Plot 66 

Or phone Duncan 

mailto:carol@guyforster.com

